William Bradford

1590-1657

Mixture of Commonplace and extraordinary

Son of a prosperous farmer

Raised by his grandparents and uncles

Colonial governor- dealt out justice and settling disputes

Wrote the first history of America as a unique social experiment

Inspired by reading the Bible

Hardships of voyage carried over to the new world.

*Wife drown- suicide ???

Elected Governor at age 31

1630 began writing Of Plymouth Plantation, wrote until 1647


*yearly journal

Plymouth prospered economically, disintegrated as a religious community

Ideal “city on the hill” gave way to the realities of life

First published in 1856- Massachusetts Historical Society


Now in the statehouse of Boston

